
 

 

1 
 

Release 

Notes 

 
Release notes for Xara 

Xtreme Pro 4 
 

 

 

 

 

These release notes cover:  

New features added to Xara Xtreme Pro 4 since version 3.2 

 

The Text Tool / Font Handling 

3D Extrude 

HTML Export 

Keyboard shortcuts 

Photo Handling 

The Photo Tool 

Live Effects 

Other 
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Copyright Information 

© 1995 Ą 2008 Xara Group Ltd 

1st edition Xara Xtreme Pro 4 release notes, March 2008. 

 

The contents of these notes and the related Xara Xtreme Pro software are the 

property of Xara Group Ltd and are copyrighted. Any reproduction in whole or in 

part is strictly prohibited. 

 

 

Trademarks 

Xara is a trademark of Xara Group Ltd 

Microsoft, Windows, Windows Vista, Excel, Outlook and PowerPoint are either 

trademarks or registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States 

and/or other countries.  Adobe, Photoshop and Illustrator are either registered 

trademarks or trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated in the United States 

and/or other countries. MAGIX is a registered trademark of MAGIX AG. 

 

Xara Xtreme uses the ImageMagick library Copyright 1999-2007 ImageMagick Studio 

LLC www.imagemagick.org. A copy of the ImageMagick license is included in 

ImageMagick.txt in the HelpAndSupport folder of your Xara Xtreme installation. 

 

 

http://www.imagemagick.org/
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The Text Tool & Font Handling 

The Font Menu  
Selecting the dropdown Font menu displays a list of all the fonts installed on your 

computer, sorted alphabetically. The Font menu displays each entry in the font 

itself, so you can get an idea of the appearance of the font. Where there is a 

collection of bold and / or italic variants, these are shown in the sub-menu.  

 

The top section, above the rule off, shows the fonts used in the current 

document. 

 

 
 

An icon representing the font type is shown on the left of the Font menu  

indicating whether it's Type 1, TrueType or an OpenType font. 

 

Live Font Preview 
If you hold the mouse pointer over any entry in the Font menu for a fraction of a 

second, the selected text in the document will be updated to preview this font. 

This is not a permanent change until you actually click on the required font. 

Moving the mouse pointer over the menu will revert back to the initial font until 

you pause over another entry.  

 

If you hold the Shift key down while traversing the Font menu, then the font 

selection is updated instantly, with no pause required. This is great for very 

rapidly previewing large numbers of fonts. 
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Live Font Size Preview 
 

 
 

Next to the font size menu is a small pop-up slider control, like that used 

elsewhere in Xara Xtreme. This provides a direct, live font size control, and will 

adjust the font size of the selected text in real-time as you drag the slider. 

 

As with the pop-up sliders used elsewhere this can be used in two ways. Click-

release on the arrow and the pop-up will appear and stay on screen. You can 

now drag the slider, or use the mouse scroll wheel over the control to rapidly 

adjust the values. So, in this case, this provides a fast way of adjusting the point 

size using the mouse wheel and seeing the results directly on the page of you 

document as you do this. The alternative method of using pop-up sliders is to 

click-drag-release on the button and slider. This is a slightly more direct way of 

adjusting the control (requires less clicks). 

 

Instant Font Menu Navigation  
While the Font menu is displayed you can type the initial characters of the font 

name, and the menu will be scrolled to that section of the list e.g. if you type 'ver' 

it will instantly scroll and locate the Verdana font. 

  

Bold, Italic & Synthesized Fonts  
Previous releases of Xara Xtreme allowed what are called 'synthesized fonts' 

which were artificially created bold or italic variants, where there was no bold or 

italic version provided.  Apart from being a very poor substitute for a 

professional designed bold or italic font, this was incompatible with and not 

supported by important document standards such as PostScript and PDF. 

Therefore support for synthesized fonts has been removed from this release of 

Xara Xtreme. 

 

However you can easily emulate the same effect. To embolden a font, just give it 

a small line width and apply a line color. To slant a font, use the skew / slant 

feature of the Selector tool. 

 

Repelling Text Objects 
You can make any object in Xara Xtreme repel text so that text underneath it 

automatically flows around the object, instead of appearing on top of it. This 
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makes it easy to lay out pages containing long passages of text combined with 

photos and graphics. Once you've set them to repel, you can adjust the positions 

of your graphics and photos and the text will automatically adjust and reflow 

around them. 

 

Making an  Object Repel 

To make an object repel text, select the "Repel text under..." option in the 

Arrange menu to bring up the repelling properties dialog. Or right click on the 

object and select the same option in the right-click menu. 

 

 
 

If desired, set a repel margin for the object. This determines the size of the 

margin between the edges of the object and the text that it repels. To close the 

dialog and turn on the repel text option click on "Repel". 

 

To turn off repelling simply bring up the repelling properties dialog for the object 

and click on "Don't repel". Note that repelling text objects only repel text that is 

underneath the objects, not any text that is on top. 

 

Note that single lines of text do not respond to repelling objects, only text areas 

and text columns. 

 

Text Underlining 
 

 

Click the Underline button on the InfoBar to apply an underline to the selected 

text. The underline color and size is automatically derived from the text color 

and size. 

 

Underlining Web Links 
When you add a Web Address URL to some text you have the option to 

automatically underline all links. This is a check box option on the Web Address 

dialog (Ctrl+Shift+W). If you select this, all linked text throughout the document 
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is underlined, and the underline command does not affect this. 

 

If you apply a URL to a group that contains some text, then the text will not be 

underlined. 
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The 3D Extrude Tool 

 
 
The Extrude tool brings a fast and easy way of turning 2D drawn shapes and text 

into high quality 3D 'extruded' versions, with colored light illumination and very 

high quality shading. It is based on the technology used in the Xara3D stand-

alone program. 

 

On-screen dragging allows real-time 3D object rotation, dragging of the extrude 

depth, and adjusting of three lights in 3D space around the object. 

 
 

The InfoBar provides control over the bevel type drawn down the extruded 

length. You can chose from more than 25 different types of  

bevel.
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Extruding a shape 
To turn a 2D shape into a 3D extruded object, go into the extrude tool on the 

main toolbar 

 

and simply click and drag on your object to rotate it in 3D space. Initially 

your extrusion is given a default extrusion depth. The face color of the 3D shape 

is determined by the fill color of the original shape and the color of the extrude 

(or side) by its line color. After creating an extrude in this way, move your 

mouse pointer around over the 3D object. You'll see that the mouse pointer 

changes as follows, to indicate what will happen if you click and drag at any 

point:- 

 

 This is shown when the mouse pointer is over the front or back face of 

the object. Clicking and dragging rotates the object in 3D space 

 

 This is shown when the mouse pointer is over the extrusion (the side) of 

the object. Clicking and dragging changes the depth of the extrusion. 

 

 This is shown when the mouse pointer is over the extrusion and the Ctrl 

key is held. Clicking and dragging changes the bevel size (see below). 

 

Extrude t ool InfoBa r  

 

 

 


